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POLYAMIDE:  

A PERFECT STORM? 
 

In the 75th anniversary year of commercial production, 

polyamide remains a dynamic industry where the 

challenges just keep on coming.  The massive capacity 

additions in polyamide raw materials, particularly in 

China, are well-documented and largely underway.  

However, in 2015, the triple whammy of (1) the Chinese 

drive for self-sufficiency in the polyamide chain, (2) 

slowing demand in many of the world’s leading 

economies, and (3) volatility in petrochemical raw 

material prices, has the potential to create the ‘Perfect 

Storm’ for the polyamide industry. 

 

The PCI European Nylon Symposium 2015 will look at 

current conditions in the PA process chain, from 

petrochemicals through intermediates to engineering 

plastics, fibre and films applications.  It will assess just 

how stormy it is likely to get for the European polyamide 

industry. In particular it will focus on identifying, analysing 

and debating the essential questions for polyamide: 

 

Will the oil price continue to plummet and what effect 

will this have on polyamide raw materials (and indeed on 

the economics of the burgeoning shale gas industry)?  

How will the relative technologies and pricing of 

aromatics and olefins affect the competitive position of 

polyamide, and within the industry, of PA6 and PA66? 

With the growth of shale gas, will benzene production 

suffer? How will the divergent pricing of propylene and 

butadiene affect the PA66 market? 

With the emergence of new Biotech routes to 

polyamide raw materials, how close are we to 

commercial production, and how disruptive will these 

technologies prove for existing producers? 

How will the demand for polyamide products develop 

in the context of a slowing Chinese economy, the end of 

quantitative easing, and on-going concerns regarding 

the health of the European economies?  Is the Chinese 

drive for strategic self-sufficiency in all aspects of the 

polyamide chain coming to fruition just as market 

demand falters? 

As opportunities for PA producers to export their 

surpluses to China diminish (Chinese caprolactam 

imports to end-October 2014 are -50% down on a year 

ago), will the PA raw materials business move from 

global to regional once again?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PCI Nylon Symposium has a deserved reputation for 

focusing its select and high calibre audience on core 

issues in the nylon business, delivering valuable insight 

into the strengths and weaknesses of individual market 

positions.  

 

The Symposium has important messages for business 

managers, marketers, purchasers, business analysts 

and all those in charge of managing significant nylon 

chain businesses. Above all the PCI Nylon Symposium 

will assist you to optimise market positioning within the 

broader context of the global polyamide industry and its 

changing competitive dynamics. 

 

ATTENDEES 2014 

 
Typical Companies: 

 

 

Typical Attendees: 

 

 

VENUE 

 
HILTON Frankfurt 
Hochstraße 4 
60313 Frankfurt, Germany 
 
For more information please visit: 
http://www.hilton.de/frankfurt  
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PROGRAMME 
 
Tuesday 3rd March 

12:30 -14:00 Registration and Lunch Buffet 

14:00 INTRODUCTION  
 Dr. Robin MacDonald  
 
14:10 OIL & BENZENE  
 Wood Mackenzie 
  
14:50 AMMONIA, AMMONIUM SULPHATE & SULPHUR  
 British Sulphur / CRU Group 
 
15:30 Coffee 

16:00 OLEFINS    
 Wood Mackenzie 
 
16:40  POLYAMIDE INTERMEDIATES AND POLYMERS 
 Dr. Robin MacDonald, PCI Nylon GmbH 
 
17:20  POLYAMIDE IN CARPETS 
 Associated Weavers Europe N.V. 
 
18:00 - 20:00 Cocktails 

 

Wednesday 4th March 

09:00 DEVELOPMENTS IN ASIA 
 Dr. Crystal Chiang, PCI Nylon GmbH 
  
09:40 NYLON INTERMEDIATES: DEVELOPMENT OF BIOBASED PROCESSES  

FOR ON-PURPOSE PRODUCTION FROM RENEWABLE FEEDSTOCKS 
 Lisa Kennedy, Genomatica 

10:20 Coffee 

10:50 ENGINEERING POLYMERS  
 Alfonso Garces, DuPont 
 
11:30 GLOBAL LIGHT VEHICLE INDUSTRY 
 Pete Kelly, LMC Automotive 
 
12:10 Lunch 

13:30 FILMS  
 Simon King, PCI Films Consulting Ltd. 
 
14:10 GLOBAL NYLON FIBRES  
 David Hart, PCI Consulting Group 
 
14:50 Conclusions 

15:20 Coffee and Open End 
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REGISTRATION FORM 

 

4 EASY WAYS TO REGISTER 

 

1 Online registration with online credit card payment 

facility: www.pcinylon.com/nylon-symposia  

 

2 Email: bmd@pcinylon.com 

3 Fax: +49 (0) 6171 9890922 

4 Mail: PCI Nylon GmbH, Holzweg 14,  

61440 Oberursel, Germany 

 

For questions please call 

Baerbel MacDonald, +49 (0) 6171 989090 

 

PLEASE REGISTER THE FOLLOWING DELEGATE 
 
Please type or print clearly in block capitals. 
Please photocopy for multiple delegates. 
 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr etc):  

First Name:       

Surname:       

Company:       

Position in Company:      

Address:        

       

       

Country:        

Telephone:        

Email:        

 

I wish to book for the PCI Nylon Symposium and I 

understand this registration is made subject 

to the cancellation terms as stated. 

 

 

Signed: _______________________ Date:    

Registered by:       

Email:        

Telephone:       

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION FEE  

 € 1140 Symposium registration per attendee* 

Group discounts for 3 or more attendees: 

 € 1080 Symposium registration per attendee* 

 
* Plus VAT 19% 

 

PAYMENT OPTIONS (please tick) 

Full payment of fees is due before the date of the 

symposium. 

 Invoice 

Please invoice my company  

VAT-No:        

Purchase order no:        

 

 Credit Card 

Card Holder’s Name:      

Card number:       

Expiry date:       

 Visa     Mastercard  Amex 

Card security number: ________  

Card Holder’s Signature:      

 

DELEGATE INFORMATION 

Date: 3rd/4th March 2015 

Symposium Registration Fee: The fee includes 

admission to the symposium, symposium documentation 

when supplied by speakers, lunch and cocktails on 

03.03.2015, lunch on 04.03.2015 and refreshments on 

both days.  

Cancellation Policy: All cancellations must be made in 

writing to the above address. In the event of cancellation 

on or before 03.02.2015, a 20% administration fee will be 

deducted. For cancellations after 03.02.2015, no refund 

will be given, although substitutions can be made at any 

time prior to the symposium, free of charge. 

Hotel Accommodation:  To book a room at preferential 

symposium rate of € 164 including VAT, please call the 

HILTON Frankfurt at 00800 888 44 888 (same number 

from all countries) and state “PCI Nylon 2015”. This 

special rate will be available for all participants until 

shortly before the event (offer closes on 25.02.2015). 

Attendees are financially responsible for their transportation 

costs, for payment of their individual hotel room, food and 

beverages besides those listed, and any other personal services 

requested during their stay. 

http://www.pcinylon.com/

